Speech of Dr. Akkan Suver at 4th Baku International Humanitarian Forum

I would like to start my words by thanking to the organizers of the Humanitarian Forum which is one of the most important intellectual meeting. 

I have attended to 1st, 2nd and the 3rd Humanitarian Forum and gave speeches.

Please allow me to share my impressions that I have had during the 3rd Baku International Humanitarian Forum.

President of Azerbaijan İlham Aliyev gave a great, short and meaningful speech about Karabakh in the last Forum. Aliyev remarked that “Some international decisions are being applied in a few hours. However, decisions about us has been lasting for 20 years. Decisions remains only on papers”. After his fair criticism, İlham Aliyev emphasized that “more than one million refugee should absolutely back their lands and this humanitarian calamity has to be terminated”. Furthermore, İlham Aliyev criticized the insensitiveness of the world.
I would like to ask by bracketing!

We blame the humanity for being insensitive. But are we sensitive?

What did we do against Karabakh savagery and Khojaly massacre?
However, Armenian Diaspora sustains its lies obstinately and persistently. By telling lies, the diaspora, under its fake mask,  affects the world by denying the Karabakh savagery and Khojaly massacre.

Karabakh savagery is a crime against humanity.

Khojaly massacre is a murder.

We have to respond their infidelity about Karabakh savagery and Khojaly massacre by finding out the truths.

In the Forum where the view of developing vision of Azerbaijan predominate, the economic and social policies of President İlham Aliyev were appreciated by the participants.

At the session of multicultural dialogue; it was addressed that the solidarity of people and state regarding to human resources is very important. It was stressed for diaspora.

The guests I met in Forum mentioned reflections of growing perspectives of Azerbaijan in global economy to infrastructure and innovation Technologies. Moreover, they laid stressed on social reflections of economic growth.

Once again, I congratulate the organizers of this Forum. 

They are achieving a big task, especially on behalf of humanity and the dialogue that we require.

Honourable Guests,

I will talk about the world of two poets in this meeting that we are discussing the humanitarian effects of multiculturalism.

The first one is Turkish poet and thinker Tevfik Fikret who passed away 100 years ago, and the other one is Azerbaijani poet and thinker Hüseyin Cavid who passed away 73 years ago.

When we consider Tevfik Fikret and Hüseyin Cavid, we realize that they are like minded in terms of compounding wisdom and positivism, also nationalism and panislamism. Besides, their understanding of religion can be summarized by saying "the greatest religion is conversation".

Both Tevfik Fikret and Hüseyin Cavid took a clear stand against their contemporaries. They were offering to not to judge our manners and customs, the things which are historically valuable. In addition, they were offering being loyal to the holy scriptures.

Both Hüseyin Cavid and Tevfik Fikret were supporting humaneness, civilization, modernity; still they were not avoiding to respect multiculturalism. They were Turkish Nationalist; but not chauvinists.

The idea of multiculturalism gathered Hüseyin Cavid and Haydar Aliyev in Azerbaijan; Tevfik Fikret and Kemal Atatürk in Turkey. 

Because, we know that great leaders have great companions.

In my opinion the notion that gathers Hüseyin Cavid and Tevfik Fikret is; both of them were the lover of civilization and peace; in addition, they were the servant of the Turkic world, Turkish language and Turkishness.

Both of them were seeking and waiting for the saviour of the Turkic World.

Both of them were the voice of multiculturalism.

Both of them were close to the present Turkey and Azerbaijan, rather than their own era.

Despite Atatürk was man-at-arms, he read and understood Fikret profoundly.

Haydar Aliyev digest Cavid despite the prohibition of the Communist Party.

During the peak times of Communist regime, the greatest representative of Turkish Nationalism.

The revolutions of Atatürk was based upon the secular understanding. The world of thoughts and beliefs of Fikret was rising on the same basis, as well.

Cavid is the symbol of pro-civilization and Turkish nationalist wing. The multicultural approach of Cavid is the criteria of being and thinking on the right direction. 

Both Fikret and Cavid are the poets of freedom, revolution, justice, humanity and multiculturalism.

The love of humanity, science and faith in poetry has developed both in Turkey and Azerbaijan by their contributions. They shifted the poetry to observation from introspection, to dynamism from mysticism. In their poems, each word has especial power, character and spirit.

Both Fikret and Cavid surpass their predecessors. They put several topics that have never been in the field of poetry by using the framework of multiculturalism. 

Tevfik Fikret was born in 1867 and died in 1915.

On the other hand Hüseyin Cavid was born in 1892 and died in 1941.

They were never met.

Tevfik Fikret is the poet of humanity, civilization and respect to cultures. Hüseyin Cavit dedicated his personal and artistic life to promote humanity.

According to these two poets, multiculturalism is inevitable ultimate destiny of the world. In fact, as a result of the development of means of transportation, communication instruments, technology and factors such as migration the world became a global village. Multiculturalism occured due to this fact. According to these two poets humanity is in conflict as they are not knowing to live together; moreover, due to the unbalanced distribution of wealth and lack of meeting the requirements of people by the governance. So, the question stands still. How people live together despite their different cultures? Both Fikret and Cavid evaluate this question as the question that people looking for an answer at the utmost.

Both of them evaluates the phenomenon of living together by referring the model of identity of Switzerland, despite they have lived in different periods. Hüseyin Cavid states that the main element of political culture of Switzerland that established by depending on different cultures is federalism and impartiality. He recognizes the referendum and choices in the level of federal understanding which is also a fundamental element of national identity. Thus, he stresses both direct political participation by encouraging it; and political belonging. He states that Swiss system depends on three features. These are security, peace and impartiality.

On the other hand, Tevfik Fikret portrays Switzerland by stressing their multicultural and multilingual features. In this context, he asserts that Switzerland band together different nations, languages and regional cultures and economies by stressing the balance between diversity and unity.

In my opinion, it is crucial that these two thinkers, who have never met, thought -or maybe sensed- the globalization, thereby the multiculturalism which was not called at that time. Because, they were two geniuses who realised a common history sharing. 

In order to sum up, I would like to state that the manifestation of multiculturalism which is a common wealth,  by these two thinkers is the indicator of their far-sightedness.

I would like to commemorate these two genius and revere before their valuable memories in this precious organization.  While I conclude my remarks, I would like to state that a country will be more civilized both in terms of democracy and welfare if more than one culture live together and people are multilingual as a result of their relations with each other.
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